What is the role of philosophy in dealing with a morally horrifying history? To be more specific, what can philosophical reflection do when we ask about the religious in responses to morally horrifying atrocities? I'll argue that a philosophical approach does not consist in some sort of applied philosophy, but, on the contrary, in asking basic philosophical questions once more, from the beginning, as it were. The sense of a philosophical approach is itself challenged. It will consist in asking what is at stake for us, as humans, in confronting a morally horrifying history. What is at stake is precisely our notion of what it is to be human. In this sense, philosophy is reflective human self-understanding. I'll argue that this approach implies reformulating the normative dimension of what it is to be human, and will take as my lead the notion of the limit, as an issue between ethics and religion. The paper will proceed in the following steps: 1 Describing the aporetic situation. 2.
